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Kenyan fiction follows, with Mwangi ' s Carcase for Hounds seen as a sycophantic praise-
song for Kenyatta . A Grain of Wheat becomes a 'crisis text' in that Maughan-Brown 
considers Ngugi to be trapped by a liberal humanist aesthetic so that he cannot make the 
novel an adequate vehicle for his ideology. The discussion arises out of a perceptive 
reading of the text and, unlike much metropolitan criticism, it has the intellectual com-
plexity that the novel demands. One need not agree with the argument to find it stimu-
lating. 
Land, Freedom and Fiction is vigorous, irritating, and essential reading for anyone inter-
ested in African fiction and its criticism, which a recent essay described as typified by 
'lucid dullness' (Robert Green, 'The Banality of Cannibalism' , The Journal of Common-
wealth Literature, Vol. xix. No. 1, 1984, p. 53). The essay protests against the lack of 
adventurousness in the criticism and specifically against its obliviousness to fundamental 
questions about the literary text's relations with society. Dr Maughan-Brown's book 
might have been written in response to these complaints: it is not always lucid but it is 
never dull. 
A N G E L A S M I T H 
N O T E S O N C O N T R I B U T O R S 
C H I N U A A C H E B E is a major African novelist whose works include Things Fall Apart, No 
Longer at Ease, and Arrow of God. R U S S E L L M c D O U G A L L teaches at Adelaide Univer-
sity, Australia. F U N S O AIYEJINA teaches at the University of Ife, Nigeria. 
T O L O L W A M A R T I M O L L E L is a Tanzanian writer and academic who now lives in 
Canada; his short stories have been broadcast on the BBC. BODIL F O L K E 
F R E D E R I K S E N teaches at Roskilde University, Denmark. G A R R Y D I S H E R is an 
Australian writer. His published and forthcoming books include two novels and two 
collections of short stories. His short stories have won numerous awards in Australia, 
including the National Short Story Award in 1986. P E T E R M c C O N N E L L is an Aus-
tralian short story writer and poet. J O H N T I T T E N S O R is an Australian living in 
France. His work has been widely published in Australia and his book Year One was 
published by Penguin. IAN A D A M teaches at the University of Calgary, Canada. 
K U S U M B H A M B R I studies at the University of Exeter, U K . S H A U N T BASMAJIAN 
is a Canadian poet living in Toronto. J A C K H O D G I N S is one of Canada ' s major writers 
of fiction. His novel. The Resurrection of Joseph Bourne won the Canadian Governor 
General ' s Award for fiction. M A N U E L F E R N A N D E S is an Indian writer. Apart from 
writing fiction he also writes for the theatre and is involved in directing and acting in 
plays. C A R O L M A C L E N N A N teaches at The University of East Asia, Macau. 
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C R I T I C A L A R T S e x a m i n e s t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p b e t w e e n t ex t s a n d c o n t e x t s o f m e d i a 
in t h e T h i r d W o r l d , c u l t u r a l f o r m a t i o n s a n d o t h e r f o r m s o f e x p r e s s i o n . I t a i m s t o 
c r e a t e a s p a c e f o r a n A f r i c a n a n d T h i r d W o r l d p e r s p e c t i v e o f m e d i a ( b o t h f o r m a l 
a n d i n f o r m a l ) , c u l t u r e a n d soc ia l t h e o r y . 
C R I T I C A L A R T S a i m s t o c h a l l e n g e a n d e n g a g e c o n v e n t i o n a l a c a d e m i c 
p r a c t i c e s w h i c h r e i n f o r c e u n d e m o c r a t i c r e l a t i o n s in soc i e ty . 
Volume I'wo 
1 Performance in South Africa 
2 Press and Broadcast ing in Africa 
3 Steyn Commiss ion /Breake r M o r a n t 
4 Cinema in the Third World 
Volume Three 
-Volume Five 
1 Cultural Studies* 
2 The South African Intellectual and the Struggle* 
3 Political E c o n o m y / A m e r i c a n TV in South 
Afr ica* 
Forthcoming Issues 
Cri t ique of Af r ikaans Literary Cu l tu re /Theory* 
Ideology, Language Loyalties and Culture* 
*In p repara t ion . Papers are called for on each 
topic. 
M o n o g r a p h N o 1: Breaker Morant R2,50 
2 Production of Popular Knowledge M o n o g r a p h N o 2: Retrospective 
3 'Black* South African Performance Revisited Subscriptions 
4 Educat ion , Capi ta l and Discourse in South R8.00 (local) and $US 10 
(overseas) for 4 issues 
Institutions (R4) ($5) extra 
A Journal for Cultural Studies 
Write to C R I T I C A L A R T S , c / o C o n t e m p o r a r y Cul tura l Studies Unit , 
University of Nata l , King George V Ave, D u r b a n 4001, South Afr ica 
1 Popular Cul ture and Per formance in Afr ica 
2 English Studies in Transi t ion 
3 Popular M e m o r y / C i n e m a 
4 Aesthetics of Resistance 
Volume Four 
I Documentary and the Problem of Method 
A G A Z N 
Beatrice Faust discovers sex and the Australian writer, John Bryson tells 
the truth, Veronica Brady explores the labyrinths of our postmodernist 
city, Peter Goldsworthy exposes America's 'Dirty Realism', Arthur 
Mclntyre reveals some Australian art traditions, Robyn Eckersley au-
thenticates the pedigree of the environmental movement, Humphrey 
McQueen looks into the future, Don Anderson welcomes the New, 
Amanda Lohrey offers a blueprint for literary critics, Dennis Phillips 
identifies the New Right, and Elizabeth Jolley surveys the Australian 
landscape and its relationship to her writing — all this and much more 
in recent issues of Island Magazine (fiction and poetry from Jessica Ander-
son, Gwen Harwood, Robert Gray, Les A Murray, Beverley Farmer, 
Dimitris Tsaloumas, for example). 
Good Reading 
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FICTION 
Kusum Bhambri, Garry Disher, Manuel Fernandes, Jack Hodgins, 
Tololwa Marti Mollel. 
NON-FICTI.ON 
John Tittensor: 'Frank and Jim and Seal', an extract from Irishtown and 
After. 
POEMS 
Shaunt Basmajian, Peter McConnell. 
ARTICLES 
Russell McDougall on Achebe's Arrow of God\ Funso Aiyejina on Recent 
Nigerian Poetry in English; Bodil Folke Frederiksen on Racial and 
Sexual Relations in Ayi Kwei Armah's Why Are We So Blest?', Ian Adam 
on V.S. Naipaul and Robert Kroetsch; Carol MacLennan on Myths and 
Masks in Janet Frame's The Adaptable Man and Yellow Flowers in the 
Antipodean Room. 
INTERVIEWS 
Chinua Achebe, Jack Hodgins. 
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C O V E R : Drawing by Uche Okeke. 
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